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Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and
hidden things which you have not known. Jeremiah 33:3

Chris Ashcraft

Wonders of the Living Cell
Thanks to Greg Lesher for excellent photos

his year’s first southwest
USA field tour was
conducted by the very
DSA-friendly Creation
Encounter operators.
Some of the group are seen at
a Grand Canyon overlook and
dining at a fine restaurant.
Leaders John Hergenrather and
Dennis Bokovoy are visible up
front at the table—both of whom
can really pack in the grub!
Note the tilted and folded
strata, in the view below. Tight
folds in rocks indicate rapid
deposition followed very
quickly by uplifting forces—
before the sediments could harden! No chance of long ages
between grouped layers, which
supports recent creation/catastrophist view.

Morning meeting
9 AM on the
third Saturday,
July 19, 2008

CELL BIOLOGY PROVIDES
many extraordinary examples of intelligent design.
Inside each and every
organism reside biomechanical systems that Darwin
and his contemporaries
could never have imagined.
Even today, much of what
is happening inside cells is
still not understood, and yet evolutionists hold fast
to a belief that these remarkable constructs developed without God.
These two contrasting views of the cell provide
poignant illustration of how worldviews impact our
interpretation of physical evidence. In his presentation, popular speaker Chris Ashcraft* will discuss
the cell as it relates to these opposing views and
describe some important cellular features, which
offer testimony to the glory of the Creator.
THIS MONTH’S DSA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
Saturday, July 19, 2008, from 9 to 11:30 AM.
Be sure to join us as we investigate the complexity
and wonder of the living cell!

*Christopher Ashcraft is a creation scientist, speaker, and
educator. He obtained a Bachelor of Science in biology
from Wayland Baptist University in 1989 and a Masters of
Science in biology from Texas Tech University in 1996.
Following graduation from TTU, Ashcraft spent two years
in a Genetics PhD program at Oklahoma State University,
then accepted a position as a Plant Transformation
Specialist for EDEN Bioscience. He was a research technician for 12 years, specializing in plant tissue culture and
genetic transformation technology. He is currently
enrolled in a Masters of Education program at the
University of Washington, and is a high school science
teacher at North Sound Christian School where he teaches Biology, Chemistry, and Creation Apologetics.
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The Cell and Molecular Genetics
by Chris Ashcraft

“...the odds against DNA assembling by chance
are:1040 to 1.” (according to Fred Hoyle, Evolution
from Space, 1981).

Introduction
The living cell provides our greatest example of intelligent design. Within its confines resides molecular
machinery largely beyond our comprehension. The
complexity of the cell may very well exceed that of the
universe outside of our world, and yet there are those
who can believe it simply formed through random
processes.
The scientific community has become largely atheistic and generally assumes that cells formed without God
or intelligent design. Therefore existing genetic theories
have been developed by those who do not believe the
cell was designed, and are not looking for mechanisms
that were made to intentionally produce the genetic
changes which allow organisms to adapt. Secular science believes that evolution is largely the result of biochemical accidents. Although geneticists and breeders
have thoroughly established that genetic recombination
is responsible for the variations of plant and animal
breeds, we are still taught that random mutations produced the natural varieties of species, such as the finches on the Galapagos islands. This contrast between fact
and teachings is the result of atheistic theoretic necessity, which must propose that random reactions unreliant
upon living systems are responsible for evolution.

Mutations or Genetic Recombination?
There are two sources of genetic variability: genetic
recombination and mutation. Mutations are random,
unintentional nucleotide alterations that can occur in
many ways, such as by errors during replication, or by
exposure to chemical mutagens. Genetic recombination, on the other hand, is performed intentionally by
cellular machinery and its products remain largely
uncharacterized. Both mutation and recombination can
modify genes, but we are being incorrectly taught that
mutation is the primary source of variability driving
evolution.

Little is known about recombination, except that
reactions occur between chromosomes, which alter the
genome of each daughter cell so no two offspring are
ever identical. Given our level of understanding, we
can not yet place a limitation on their ability to manipulate DNA. It is clear the genetic constitution of organisms is not static, and the cell's molecular machinery is
altering genes and creating new alleles with each passing generation. The purpose of these reactions is clear.
They occur so that organisms would be able to adapt
physically and biochemically, and thereby occupy
earth's broad range of habitats.
It has been recognized for decades that the differences found among offspring from the same parents
were the result of recombination events during meiosis.
Domestic breeds, for example, are recombinants, not
mutants. These rearrangements are being performed by
design, to provide evolutionary potential to all organisms. Contrary to popular beliefs, evolution through
recombination is not random, but is instead highly systematic. In comparison, mutations are random destructive changes that destroy information. Mutations are
most typically deleterious, disruptive to genome function, and corrected by the cell when detected. Evolution
truly occurs through a history of genetic recombination
and natural selection, but the way it is taught, you
would never know anything but mutation was involved.

Conclusion
Contrary to what evolutionists teach, adaptation is
the result of systematic and intentional cellular reactions. However, in contrast to typical creationist perceptions, this change is not limited to the variability
originally possessed by the organism. God created a
cellular machinery that is performing a level of self
genetic engineering. This process is creating new information, and able to modify organisms so dramatically
that it is frequently hard to recognize them as related.
The physical manifestations of these reactions are hard
to predict, and it is also quite possible that genetic editions are being made in direct response to environmental demands.

August

No Meeting in

There is no August DSA meeting—please
remember that the group can still use
donations to cover ongoing expenses—
gift envelope enclosed... Have a nice
vacation and we will see you in September!

DSA at Home
Educator Show
The Portland Oregon area’s only
regularly meeting creationist group
was represented at the June Home
Educator Convention. Many informative materials were distributed,
books sold, and contacts made.
Thanks go to volunteers Ken
Howard, Allan and Torree O’Kane,
(J.D. Mitchell and Dennis Bokovoy
pictured), Steve Sparkowich, and
Ruth Hogan!
Note: the DSA dino, though
getting leaky, is still doing service!

Science,
Scripture & Salvation

The DSA-sponsored “Science, Scripture and Salvation” radio broadcast is now heard
each Sunday at 12:30 PM. This 15-minute program is found on KPDQ 93.9 FM.

July 2008 Programs—Listen for:

July 6: The Gift of Trees
July 13: Our Created Sun
July 20: Time

July 27: Hurricanes,
Hypercanes & Tornados

