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“...and the waters receded from the earth continually. At the end 
of a hundred and fifty days the waters had abated...” Genesis 7:3

For roughly 200

years, the prevailing

paradigm of secular

geology has been uni-

formitarianism. This is

the belief that geologic

events have always

been uniform and

everything we see in

geology is the product of the everyday processes we

see today. This assumed principle is often stated as

“The present is the key to the past.”

In the 1920s uniformitarianism received a direct

challenge from a geologist named J. Harlan Bretz

who introduced geology to what became known as

the catastrophic Lake missoula Flood. Then in the

1980s a blow was struck that forever changed the

way geologists think when mt. St. Helens erupted

and did in minutes and hours what uniformitarians

had assumed would take thousands of years.

Since that time secular geology has changed to

accept what they call Neo-Catastrophism, the con-

cept that accepts catastrophes like those mentioned

above, but continues to reject any worldwide cata-

strophe. This is in order to keep alive the belief in a

very old earth that allows for imagined sufficient

time for biological evolution.

This month Rick Thompson will ask the question,

“Where is the evidence for all of that time?” He will

use charts, maps and photos to show that the crustal

earth evidence can be interpreted to indicate great

geological upheavals that affected the whole earth in

a very short time.

This monTh’s DsA meeTing will be held on

Saturday, Oct 19, 2013, from 9 to 11:30Am, at

Greater Portland Bible Church. Be sure to attend 

this meeting as we consider some of the “hard facts”

of the geological record!

Rick Thompson

Evidence for Global Catastrophe

Speaker Rick Thompson with

wife Sylvia, “on location”.

Edited DVDs of past 

DSA meetings are 

now available to 

purchase by mail.

For more details, go 

to www.pdxdsa.org,

and click on: 

“DVDCatalog” to

download a list!

for Sale
by Mail

DSA Meeting
Presentations
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New Ray Comfort DVD for sale:

$2 at DSA Booktable
In hIs newest movIe, Ray Comfort, founder of Living Waters,
brings to light the way evolutionary ideas are manifestations of a
deeper problem. This underscores how many professors and stu-
dents in the American university system are willfully ignorant of
the truth of God’s Word, and how important it is for Christians to
equip themselves and their families to give answers to the skepti-
cal claims of our day.

In this film, i     t is stunning to witness the continual inability of

professors and evolution “experts” to answer critical questions. 

When asked to present an observable example of one animal kind

evolving into another, the professors and students all fail to do so.

In the examples they put forward as support, fish are still fish,

birds are still birds, and bacteria are still bacteria. And yet the

interviewees remained committed to the idea of evolution, despite

having no observable support for its claims. 

You need to watch this and share with many others! The special

DSA price for this just-released DVD is $2 each. To watch an

online preview, you can do a web search for: “Evolution vs God”.



For over three decades, Apologetics Press has con-

tended that the Earth’s age is a topic of great impor-

tance. A straightforward reading of Genesis leads the

reader to the conclusion that God created the entire

Universe in six, literal 24-hour days only a few thou-

sand years ago (Butt, 2002; DeYoung, 2005). We

have contended that a compromise of this biblical

truth opens the door of acceptance to false beliefs,

such as evolution and the mythologizing of the Bible’s

historic narrative (Lyons, 2008).

In the course of our work, we have been accosted

by many who do not appreciate our young Earth posi-

tion. Many people, including a host of well-meaning

Christians, think that the age of the Earth is not an

issue that should be taught, since it “causes such

division.” They believe that we should simply talk

about creation, the Bible, Jesus, and His church, and

leave “peripheral” issues like the Earth’s age alone.

Why would we choose, they contend, to spend our

time teaching about something that is irrelevant to a

person’s salvation, when there are so many other top-

ics that we could address?

The idea that the Earth’s age should be left alone

struck us full force when we were invited to speak at a

large elementary school several years ago. My col-

league, Eric Lyons, and I were scheduled to speak to

the kids about creation. We were told that the school’s

position on the age of the Earth was divided, some

teachers and administrators believing the evolution-

ary-based billions-of-years idea, while others accept-

ing the biblical time frame. I informed them that the

young Earth concept was central to our teaching, and

that we simply would not be able to avoid the topic.

They assured us that we could address the Earth’s

age during our presentations. Once we arrived, how-

ever, the age of the Earth again became an issue. Due

to some pressure from parents who had been

informed of our position, the principal pulled Eric

aside only minutes before he was scheduled to

address the entire assembly. She informed him that he

should not address the topic during his presentation.

He was shocked, and reminded her that we had dis-

cussed this, and had been given approval to teach

about the Earth’s age. Needless to say, Eric did not

adjust his presentation. He continued with his mes-

sage that an all-powerful God created the Earth thou-

sands, not billions, of years ago.

A recent article posted on ScienceDaily underscores

one primary reason why it is important for Christians

to teach the truth about a young Earth. Sehoya

Cotner and Randy Moore, biology professors at the

University of Minnesota, teamed up with Christopher

Banks of the school’s Office of Information and

Technology. They presented to 400 students a survey

that contained questions about creation and evolu-

tion. The result of the survey indicated that those stu-

dents who accept the billions-of-years time frame for

the Earth more readily accept concepts such as

human evolution. The article reporting the research

stated: “High school and college students who under-

stand the geological age of the Earth (4.5 billion

years) are much more l ike ly to understand and

accept human evolution” (“Students’ Perceptions...,”

2010, emp. added). Researcher Sehoya Cotner stat-

ed: “The role of the Earth’s age is a key variable that

we can use to improve education about evolution,

which is important because it is the unifying principle

of biology” (as quoted in “Students’ Perceptions...,”

2010).

While Cotner is wrong that the false concept of evo-

lution is the unifying principle of biology, she is exactly

right about one thing: if students can be taught that

the Earth is billions of years old, then they will more

readily adopt evolution. At Apologetics Press, we have

known this fact for years. The age of the Earth is the

“gateway” concept that makes evolution palatable.

The mental process at work in a person who compro-

mises the biblical idea of a young Earth is the same

process that must be in place to accept the erroneous

concept of human evolution. Cotner’s research verifies

the fact that the Earth’s age is not a peripheral issue

that can be left untaught. Instead, the Earth’s age

could literally be the point at which the battle to win

the hearts and minds of our young people to the truth

about Creation is won or lost. In a very real sense,

what a person believes about the Earth’s age has the

potential to greatly impact his or her eternal destiny.

Cotner and her fellow evolutionists know the impor-

tance of the battle over the Earth’s age. That is why

they are urging their fellow evolutionists to recognize

it, and use the alleged billions of years to “improve

education about evolution.”

Cotner’s enthusiastic rally around the age of the

Earth should be a wake up call to Christians as well. If

evolutionists understand the importance of teaching

about the Earth’s age, creationists should recognize

the battlefront and be willing to stand for the truth. It

may well be the case that if you can keep one young

person from believing in an old Earth, that young per-

son will be insulated against other erroneous con-

cept’s such as human evolution, and equipped to

defend the basic truths of Christianity—that there is a

God, the Bible is His inspired Word, and Jesus Christ is

His son.
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A Soul’s Salvation Could Hinge on the Earth’s Age by Kyle Butt, M.A.
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